
University of ottawa 
telfer school of ManageMent

Academics
Located in Ottawa, the capital of Canada, the Telfer School of Management offers “a great 
place for learning with such a dynamic environment.” Students are drawn to the “triple 
accreditation” (AACSB, AMBA and EQUIS) and the fact that the school is “bilingual” 
meaning the “MBA [is] available in French.” The program has a “strong focus on global 
environment,” a “solid reputation relative to other schools in the area,” and a “low cost 
of tuition.” It’s “location in the national capital region” offers many “connections with 
local industry and the federal government.” Consequently, “a lot of government workers” 
attend the program. “Because of the triple accreditation the school has, we get a lot of 
international students,” one student explains. “This allows us to work and interact with 
many diverse cultures that we would normally not be exposed to. In a global marketplace, 
this is invaluable and should serve me well.”

The “dedicated professors” are “available and reliable” and a real “pillar of strength and 
wisdom.” The majority of the faculty are “well versed in their areas” and “showcase some 
of the brightest in their respective fields.” “There are some very knowledgeable professors 
at this school who go the extra mile to connect with students and,” one happy student 
reports. The administration is also “available and courteous,” making an overall “very well 
organized administrative support unit.”

The MBA at University of Ottawa is an intensive “one-year program,” which “means less 
time out of the workforce.” Despite the short program, the program “still incorporates a 
large practical component (consulting project and international trip).” The school places 
students in teams “for the duration of the program” which lets students “combine our 
strengths to overcome our weaknesses.” It is also worth noting that the University of 
Ottawa is “very good at supporting partners and acknowledging the toll of an MBA on 
families.” One student sums up their experience succinctly: “I just have two words: ‘NET 
AWESOME’!”

Career and Placement
Since the Telfer School of Management is “well connected to the local business commu-
nity,” many MBA students find work in Canada’s capital. Seventeen percent of a recent 
graduating class found work in government. The average mean base salary for that class 
was a little over $77,500. Employers who most frequently hire Ottawa MBAs include 
Adobe Systems, Bank of Nova Scotia, Bank of Canada, Canada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation (CMHC), Costco, Deloitte, L’Oréal, RBC Royal Bank, SwiftTrade Securities, 
TD Waterhouse Investment, and Xerox Canada.

GENERAL INFORMATION 
Type of school Public 
Academic calendar  Aug-Aug

SURVEY SAYS...
Classmates have diverse work expe-
rience, Friendly students, Students 

love Ottawa, ON
Solid preparation in:

General management, Teamwork, 
Presentation skills

STUDENTS 
Enrollment of parent 
  institution  42,672
Enrollment of MBA Program  115 
% male/female  72/28 
% part-time  10
% international 13
Average age at entry  33
Average years work 
  experience at entry 8 

ACADEMICS 
Academic Experience Rating 87
Profs interesting rating 88
Profs accessible rating 92
% female faculty 35

Joint Degrees 
 MBA/JD (MBA and Law) (40 
months) 

Prominent Alumni 
 Ian Telfer, Chairman of Goldcorp 
Inc.; Harley Finkelstein, Chief 
Operating Officer, ShopƒÂ®fy; 
Bernie Ashe, CEO, Ottawa Sports 
and Entertainment Group; 
Guy Laflamme, Head of 2017 
Celebrations, City of Ottawa; 
Dominique DeCelles, General 
Manager Hispanic Zone - Active 
Cosmetics Division, L’Oreal 
Americas
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Admissions ContACt: dAnielle ChArette, ACAdemiC serviCe offiCer

Address: 55 lAurier Avenue eAst, room 4160,  ottAWA, on k1n 6n5
phone: 613-562-5884 • fAx: 613-562-5164

e-mAil: mbA@telfer.uottAWA.CA • Website: WWW.telfer.uottAWA.CA

EMPLOYMENT PROFILE
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Student Life and Environment
Since the student body at University of Ottawa is “such a unique blend of local, national 
and international students that it is very hard to pinpoint what my fellow students are 
‘like’.” However, most students are “friendly, outgoing, and helpful,” and “the average age 
is late twenties, early thirties.” Students get along well, perhaps thanks to “the program’s 
approach to team work” which “facilities this positive environment.” 

As “[the university] is in the heart of downtown Ottawa, Canada’s capital city,” there is 
plenty to do both on campus and off. “Day to day, there is freedom to do what you want,” 
one student explains. “If you want to be very involved in the school, you can be. If you 
prefer to do your own thing, that’s fine as well.” As Canadians, “we celebrate winter 
(given the weather), and enjoy the summer.” “Due primarily to its intensive, twelve-month 
nature,” there may not be as much time for extracurricular activities as at other programs. 
As one student states, “The important thing to know going into this program, is that you 
are willing to give it your all for a full twelve months.”

Admissions 
The University of Ottawa requires GMAT scores, personal statement, undergraduate 
transcripts, two letters of recommendation, at least three years of work experience, and an 
interview. Last year’s class had an average GPA of 3.0 and an average GMAT score of 625. 
As the program is bilingual, applicants can apply in either French or English but will need 
to establish proficiency in their desired language.

FINANCIAL FACTS 
Annual tuition (in-state/
  out-of-state)  $18,787/$30,634
Fees $1,139
Cost of books  $1,136
Room & board 
  (on/off-campus)  $8,010/$5,908
Average grant  $5,067

ADMISSIONS 
Admissions Selectivity Rating  87
# of applications received 243
% applicants accepted  49
% acceptees attending  54
Average GMAT  625
Range of GMAT 590–650
Accepts GRE scores Yes
Average GPA  2.9
TOEFL required of 
  international students Yes
Minimum TOEFL 
  (paper/web)  600/100
Application fee $100
International application fee $100
Regular application deadline  5/15
Application Deadline/Notification
Deferment available No 
Maximum length of 
  deferment 
Transfer students accepted Yes
Transfer application policy 
A maximum of 24 credits could 
be retained for graduate courses 
in management completed in a 
Canadian MBA program or AACSB 
accredited program. 

Non-fall admissions  No
Need-blind admissions  Yes 

Career Rating  87
Percent employed at graduation  54
Percent employed 3 months 
  after graduation  65
Average base starting salary  $68,166

Grads Employed by Function % Avg. Salary
Marketing  (24%) 
Operations  (3%) 
Management  (18%) 
Finance  (12%) 
HR  (3%) 
MIS  (9%) 
Other   (31%) 


